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DEPARTMENT FOR CURRICULUM, 

LIFELONG LEARNING AND EMPLOYABILITY 

Directorate for Learning and Assessment Programmes  

Educational Assessment Unit  
 

Annual Examinations for Secondary Schools 2021 
 

YEAR 11                           ENGLISH LITERATURE          MARKING SCHEME  
 

Both the generic Assessment grid and the Indicative content marking guidance should be used 

when assessing a student’s response. 

Language errors should not be penalised as long as the answer is comprehensible.  

 

GENERIC ASSESSMENT GRID 

SECTION A – DRAMA                                        25 marks 

SECTION B – POETRY                                                   25 marks 

SECTION C – PROSE                             25 marks 

 Candidates should be rewarded for their knowledge of the text (including quotations) and for 

relevance. 

 Answers should be written in a coherent and organised manner.   

 Candidates should be penalised for contradictory, irrelevant and disorganised answers. 

  

 

21 - 25 marks 

Excellent 
 Essay shows a sound and detailed knowledge of text  

 Content is relevant and accurate  

 Ideas are supported by quotations and/or close references 

 Meaning is clear and accurate 

16 - 20 marks 

Very Good 
 Essay shows a sound knowledge of text 

 Content is generally relevant and accurate 

 Ideas are supported by quotations and/or close references 

 Meaning is generally clear and accurate 

11 - 15 marks 

Pass 
 Essay shows an adequate knowledge of text 

 Some of the content is relevant 

 Ideas are occasionally supported by quotes and/or close references 

 Expression is satisfactory.   

6 - 10 marks 

Weak 
 Essay shows limited knowledge of text 

 Content is mostly irrelevant or inaccurate. 

 Ideas are not supported by quotes and/or close references 

 Meaning is frequently not clear 

1 – 5 marks 

Very Poor 
 Essay shows poor knowledge of text 

 Content is too short and generally irrelevant 

 Ideas are not supported by quotes and/or close references 

 Meaning is not clear 

 

 

 

 

  

Track 3 
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SECTION A – DRAMA 

A VIEW FROM THE BRIDGE (Arthur Miller) 

 

1.  “I want my name”. Discuss the role of the theme of honour in “A View from the Bridge”.  

                                                                                                                                            (25 marks) 

Indicative content 

Teachers are to reward alternative valid answers.  

Responses may include the following key points: 

 

Students are expected to discuss the theme of honour in the Italian community depicted in the play: 

 how even if people don't necessarily know or like each other they still put on a front of 

solidarity, standing together as part of one community; they tend to keep their mouths 

shut about illegal Italian immigrants in their midst; ratting out illegal immigrants to the 

authorities would represent a betrayal of the community's values; 

 explain the difference between law and justice; 

 discuss Eddie’s role as a patriarch who feels he must protect his family; For Eddie, this 

protective urge becomes a misplaced romantic affection; Eddie unwittingly merges his 

role as caretaker and lover, an emotional act that causes him to be jealous of Rodolpho's 

interest in Catherine;  
 why Eddie lost his name - Eddie Carbone betrays the loyalty that people in his community 

owe to each other by ratting out Marco and Rodolpho to the immigration authoritiesp; 

Eddie knows what he's doing, but he's so mad with jealousy over Rodolpho's relationship 

with his niece Catherine that he's prepared to go against the community's deepest values; 

the absolute hatred and contempt that the community has for those who betray the 

community is expressed in Catherine's outburst when she hears what her uncle did: 

“What're you scared of? He’s a rat! He belongs in the sewer!”; 

 how Eddie is driven by the culture he has internalised; the conflict he experiences is much 

stronger than him; ultimately, Eddie does not know himself and tragedy ensues directly 

out of this flaw.  

 Points should be supported by close reference to the text. 

 

2. Discuss the role of Beatrice in the play. Do you agree that she plays the role of a mediator?                               

                                                                                                                                (25 marks) 

Indicative content 

Teachers are to reward alternative valid answers.  

Responses may include the following key points: 

 

Students are expected to focus on how Beatrice tries to avoid things from escalating: 

 Beatrice as a generous, caring, and sensible person who brings a sense of stability to the 

events in the play, especially when her immigrant cousins Marco and Rodolpho suddenly 

arrive; 

 her restricted role of a traditional Italo-American housewife who can perceive what's 

going on and where it might lead to but is unable to do anything about it;  

 how she helps Catherine to become more independent, by encouraging her to find a job, 

by telling her to behave differently with Eddie;  

 how she tries to avoid the intense happenings which she knows would lead to tragedy. 

  Points should be supported by close reference to the text. 
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3.  The play “A View from the Bridge” has strong references to Greek tragedy. Discuss this 

statement with reference to Eddie as the tragic hero.                                                  (25 marks) 

Indicative content 

Teachers are to reward alternative valid answers.  

Responses may include the following key points: 

 

Students are expected to discuss Eddie’s characteristics of a tragic hero: 

 describe Eddie’s important stature as the family patriarch, how he is well-esteemed in his 

community, generally a “good man”;  

 explain his tragic flaw – his lack of ability to see himself clearly – in refusing to admit his 

love for Catherine is something other than fatherly love, he is carried away by his 

passions; 

 how he faces  his downfall by violating the code of honour of his community; how tragedy 

is created through Eddie's actions in disregarding the community and pursuing his own 

desires in conflict with the interests of the community; 

 how Eddie is finally killed as a tragic hero in front of his community. 

 Points should be supported by close reference to the text. 

 

THE PLAY OF KES, (B. Hines and A. Stronach) and FAST, (David Grant) 

1. “Billy’s life at home is very difficult.” Discuss by referring closely to “The Play of Kes”.  

                                                                                                                                               (25 marks) 

Indicative content 

Teachers are to reward alternative valid answers.  

Responses may include the following key points: 

 

Students are expected to discuss the difficulties Billy faces at home: 

 Billy lives with his mum Mrs Casper and his half-brother Jud - his father seems to have 

abandoned them as “he’s left home”; 

 his mum lacks appropriate parental skills - is very lazy and irresponsible (she is a heavy 

smoker - she asks Billy to go and buy her cigarettes even though he is already late for 

school after his paper round – she owes money to the shop owner Mr Hardy and 

sometimes he refuses to give her goods – Billy has to give her money in weekly 

instalments; 

 she doesn’t listen to Billy and is indifferent to his needs (the library book episode – she 

does not listen when Billy tries to talk to her about Kes – indifference reaches its climax 

when she does not reprimand Jud for killing Billy’s beloved kestrel – pushes Billy away 

when he tries to hug her at the end); 

 Jud, Billy’s half-brother makes Billy’s life difficult (he bullies Billy both physically and 

verbally – e.g. he calls Billy names, he orders Billy to run errands for him, e.g. to the 

betting office); Jud is self-centred and arrogant to the point of cruelty, e.g. when he kills 

Billy’s kestrel to seek revenge. 

 

 Points should be supported by close reference to the text. 
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2. Discuss the importance of Bev and Barb by referring closely to the play “Fast”. (25 marks) 

Indicative content 

Teachers are to reward alternative valid answers.  

Responses may include the following key points: 

 

Students are expected to discuss the role given to these two characters in “Fast”. 

 

 Bev and Barb, are the canteen staff, who feature in most of the scenes;  

 the school canteen is the main setting of the play and Bev and Barb are an integral part of 

this setting; 

 they discuss issues with the group of friends who spend time in the canteen; they offer 

advice, as they share their knowledge and experience from an adult’s point of view; 

 they are accepted by the group of friends, probably because they are considered to be part 

of the school environment; this is what makes them different from the parents, who are 

associated with the home environment; 

 they provide comic relief. 

 

 Points should be supported by close reference to the text. 

 

1. Explore how the protagonists in “Fast” and “The Play of Kes” crave attention.        (25 marks) 

Indicative content 

Teachers are to reward alternative valid answers.  

Responses may include the following key points: 

 

Students are expected to discuss how the protagonists long for attention in both plays.  

 

 “Fast” - students are expected to discuss the role that the media’s attention and fame have 

in the play and focus on their effect on Charlie and Hollie; 

 Charlie and Hollie come from stable families and the children are fully aware that they 

are loved and cared for by their families;  

 nonetheless, the children are captivated by the attention they are given by the media; 

Charlie’s first media coverage brings with it popularity; in Act 1 Sc5 Charlie takes the 

paper to the canteen and he is surrounded by all his friends; Charlie loves the attention 

fame brings with it; 

 the media’s attention also arouses a feeling of importance - being on the national papers 

and not only on the local paper makes the children feel important; 

 Charlie and Hollie compete for fame and attention and this brings about division; in Act 

1 Sc.5 Charlie and Hollie argue because Charlie’s photo is in the news while Hollie’s 

isn’t; later Hollie stares angrily at Charlie because the reporter does not seem to have 

asked for her photo to be taken; eventually; “there is a marked divide between them”; this 

is made worse when the headlines hint at Hollie having cheated; 

 both Charlie and Hollie become obsessed with the attention that fame brings to them. 

Charlie will not give up the fast because he has got his face on the newspaper and Hollie 

won’t either; they are prepared to go through the fast so long as there is coverage in the 

newspaper; Emma tells Hollie “you are starving yourself to get famous”. 
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 “The Play of Kes” – 

 at home Billy is deprived of love and attention; his mother is hardly ever present at home, 

and when she is, she treats Billy as an errand boy; his brother Jud is a bully; he bullies 

Billy both physically and verbally; Billy’s father does not seem to be in the picture;   

 Billy finds the attention he longs for in a kestrel; Kes represents to Billy the ideal 

relationship that he finds so difficult to have with the people around him; Billy trusts, 

protects and is in turn supported by Kes; he spends all of his time thinking of Kes and day 

dreaming about her; Billy feels privileged to have Kes’ love and attention; Kes has 

everything that Billy desires: freedom, pride, respect and independence;  

 Billy’s relationship with Kes brings about a desire for learning and, in fact Billy, who is 

often silent in class, is invited by his teacher to talk about his new-found passion for 

falconry; the love for Kes enables Billy to garner his classmates’ and Mr Farthing’s 

attention; 

 Kes is the only thing in the world that Billy trusts and the ending of the play leaves us 

feeling that Billy will never trust anyone or anything again. 

 

 Points should be supported by close reference to the text. 

 

MACBETH (William Shakespeare) 

1. Read the passage below and answer the questions that follow. 

a. Discuss the immediate circumstances in which these words are spoken                 (6 marks) 

b. Discuss the similarities and differences between the violent deed committed in this part 

of the play with that of King Duncan.                                                                     (9 marks)                                                                                      

c. Explain how the witches’ prophecy plays an important role in this part of the play.                                                          

                                                                                                                                     (10 marks) 

Indicative content 

Teachers are to reward alternative valid answers.  

Responses may include the following key points: 

 

a.  immediately before this scene, Macbeth plans the murder of Banquo, and his son 

Fleance by sending two murderers, later joined by a third to commit the crime;  

 the murderers kill Banquo but his son Fleance escapes unharmed; 

 the murderers leave with Banquo’s body to find Macbeth and tell him what has 

happened; 

 as King and Queen, Macbeth and his wife Lady Macbeth hold a banquet welcoming 

the thanes of Scotland;  

 what happens in the extract: right before the feast, one of the murderers appears at 

a side door and reveals to Macbeth their success in the killing of Banquo;  

 at first, Macbeth is pleased with the murderer but then the murderer reveals their 

failure to murder Fleance;  

 Macbeth tries to comfort himself by trying to convince himself that Fleance will not 

be a threat for the time being. 

b.  how they were both Macbeth’s friends and victims;   

 how both murders are driven by Macbeth’s ambition to take the throne and the 

witches’ prophecy; 
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 Macbeth’s feelings towards planning the murders - he didn't seem to have the same 

level of internal conflict in deciding to kill his friend Banquo that he did in killing 

Duncan;  

 how the murders were plotted - Macbeth carried King Duncan’s murder himself, 

while he hired killers to kill Banquo; Lady Macbeth plotted Duncan’s murder, while 

Macbeth planned Banquo’s murder all on his own;  

 the guilt Macbeth suffers over both murders; 

 the similarities in how Macbeth can be perceived in both murders: weak, 

superstitious and easily led, but also deadly;  

 the differences between the aims behind both murders - his murder of Duncan was 

committed to gain the crown, while his murder of Banquo was a defensive tactic in 

order to try and keep the crown; 

 his success and failure in the murders - while he was successful in murdering 

Duncan, he only managed to get Banquo murdered as his son Fleance escapes. 

c.  it blinded Macbeth, making him greedy and power hungry, bringing out the worst 

in him; 

 it prompted every murder that Macbeth commits; 

 it strengthened his ambition to become King;   

 the first part of the witches’ prophecy had come true when Duncan was murdered; 

 the second part of the prophecy predicted that Banquo’s children would be kings, 

implying that at some point Macbeth's line would die out; 

 Macbeth feels that he must also kill his friend Banquo and the young Fleance in 

order to prevent this part of the prophecy from happening;  

 Macbeth was successful in making his own prophecy a reality but fails when he 

tries to contradict Banquo's prophecy as Fleance escapes; 

 this shows that there is no escape from the witches’ prophecies. 

 Points should be supported by close reference to the text. 

 

2. Macbeth states “Let light not see my dark and deep desires”. Discuss the theme of appearance 

and reality in the play.                                                                                                 (25 marks) 

Indicative content 

Teachers are to reward alternative valid answers.  

Responses may include the following key points: 

 

Students are expected to discuss the theme of appearance and reality in the play: 

 

 comment and provide examples on how things are not quite as they seem in the play;  

 how the witches’ chant suggests that there are characters in the play who act good but are 

actually evil;  

 how Banquo and Macbeth are not sure of what they see in front of them, when they see 

the witches and whether what they are saying is true;  

 how Macbeth is considered to be a glorious, and brave general who is respected by 

everyone but as shown later in the play, he is not what he seems to be;   

 the Macbeths’ evil intentions. - even when they seem friendly and welcoming are often 

actually plotting how they can hold onto their power;  

 the Macbeths’ hallucinations: Macbeth’s vision of the dagger and the blood on Lady 

Macbeth’s hands;  

 how acts of pure evil are presented as though they are somehow beneficial to others – 

when Lady Macbeth goads Macbeth to kill Duncan so he becomes King and when 
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Macbeth orders Banquo's death, he suggests to the hired murderers that it will be of benefit 

to them; 

 how Macduff is different from how he is perceived at the beginning - Macduff looks like 

someone who cowardly abandons his family but, in the end, he is the one who returns 

order to the hands of Malcolm. 

 

 Points should be supported by close reference to the text. 

 

3. Analyse the relationship between Banquo and Macbeth by closely referring to the play. 

                                                                                                                                              (25 marks) 

 Indicative content 

 Teachers are to reward alternative valid answers.  

 Responses may include the following key points: 

 

Students are expected to focus on and discuss the relationship between Banquo and Macbeth: 

 

 Macbeth and Banquo are both captains in Duncan’s army and have fought alongside each 

other; 

 how and when their relationship starts to change - Macbeth lies to Banquo about not 

thinking of the witches’ prophecy and when he  murders Duncan and becomes king; 

 how they start growing suspicious of each other; 

 how they become sworn enemies and how Macbeth does not see Banquo as his friend 

anymore but as someone standing in his way of keeping the crown - Macbeth sends 

murderers to kill Banquo and Fleance; 

 how after having Banquo murdered, Macbeth loses his only loyal friend; 

 how even in his death, Banquo is still there, as a ghost haunting Macbeth, which leads to 

Macbeth starting to feel guilt over the murder of his friend; 

 how even after his death, their relationship keeps changing – in his death, Banquo serves 

as a reminder to Macbeth of his wrong doings and as his conscience, reminding him that 

he will be punished if he continues down this path. 

 

 Points should be supported by close reference to the text. 

 

THE MERCHANT OF VENICE (William Shakespeare) 

1. Read the passage below and answer the questions that follow. 

a. Discuss the immediate circumstances in which these words are spoken.      (6 marks)  

b. Write about the character of Shylock as it is revealed in the above passage. (9 marks) 

c. Write about the theme of mercy and forgiveness with close reference to the play.  

                                                                                                                                   (10 marks) 

Indicative content 

Teachers are to reward alternative valid answers. 

 Responses may include the following key points: 

 

a.  what happens before the scene - Antonio lost his ships, and so he has forfeited his 

bond to Shylock; Bassanio and Gratiano immediately travel to Venice to try and 

save Antonio’s life; 

 Shylock ignores the many pleas to spare Antonio’s life, and a trial is called to 

decide the matter;  

 assured that the duke will grant him justice, Shylock insists that he will have his 

bond; 

 what happens in the passage - In Venice, the Court convenes for Antonio’s trial;  
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 Antonio and Shylock come face to face in a court room in Venice; 

 the duke summons Shylock into the courtroom and addresses him, saying that he 

believes that Shylock only intends to frighten Antonio and extending his ordeal of 

waiting for his sentence; 

 the duke says that no one believes that Shylock actually means to inflict such a 

horrible penalty on Antonio, especially after the loss of his ships; he also tells him 

that he believes that he should take pity on Antonio and forgives him.  

 

b.  Shylock is a Jewish moneylender in Venice; many characters dislike him as he 

lends money with excessively high rates of interest; 

 Shylock can be seen as a villain, as he doesn’t want to show mercy towards 

Antonio and insists that he will have his bond (by taking a pound of Antonio’s 

flesh);  

 stubborn and greedy – when news of Antonio’s misfortune reaches Shylock he 

becomes set on claiming his pound of flesh, even though this will most likely kill 

Antonio;  

 Shylock has been treated as less than human his whole life, because he is not a 

Christian, yet when he tries to collect his bond, the other characters insist that he 

acts like a Christian and forgive Antonio. 

 

c.  how Lancelot asks his father for forgiveness and his father eventually shows him 

mercy making their relationship as strong as ever;  

 how Portia and Nerissa forgive their husbands after they come home without their 

rings; in the end, Portia and Nerissa get rewarded for this merciful act by having 

their relationships with their husbands repaired and they go on to live wonderful 

lives together;  

 how mercy and forgiveness are the main subjects of conflict between Shylock and 

the Christians in the play; 

 how everyone in court expects Shylock to show mercy, especially since they know 

that the law is on his side, however, he refuses to do so;  

 when, during the trial, Shylock asks Portia why he should be merciful and Portia 

explains giving him reasons why he should be merciful - that people should be 

merciful because God is merciful, mirroring Christian beliefs at the time; Shylock 

is not Christian and therefore the characters cannot expect Shylock to exercise 

mercy; 

 how Shylock had no intention of letting Antonio leave unharmed, therefore 

Antonio had no reason to show mercy towards him in return; Antonio then strips 

Shylock away of his belongings and forces him to convert.  

 

 Points should be supported by close reference to the text. 
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2. Discuss the various types of love presented in “The Merchant of Venice” by closely referring 

to the play.                                                                                                                       (25 marks) 

 

Indicative content 

Teachers are to reward alternative valid answers. 

Responses may include the following key points: 

 

Students are expected to discuss the different types of love in the play: 

 

 love as seen in the friendship between Portia and Nerissa - Nerissa is Portia’s lady-in-

waiting; she accompanies Portia on Portia’s trip to Venice by disguising herself as her 

law clerk; 

 love as seen in the friendship between Antonio and Bassanio - Antonio helps Bassanio 

to take a loan from Shylock; Antonio agrees that should the loan go unpaid, Shylock 

will be entitled to a pound of Antonio’s own flesh; 

 parental love - presented through Portia’s father and Launcelot and Old Gobbo;  

 romantic love - we see this in the relationships between Bassanio and Portia, Nerissa 

and Gratiano, and Jessica and Lorenzo; Shylock seems more hurt by the fact that his 

daughter sold a ring that was given to him by his dead wife before they were married 

than he is by the loss of the ring’s monetary value; 

 love of possessions/money - though Portia and Bassanio come to love one another, 

Bassanio seeks her hand in the first place because he is monstrously in debt and needs 

her money; Shylock seems to love money over all else; he mourns over his money first 

then his daughter, and gets annoyed at how much money she cost him and not at who 

she ran off with. 
 

 Points should be supported by close reference to the text. 

 

3. “Money is power”. To what extent is this quote relevant to “The Merchant of Venice”? Discuss 

by referring closely to the play.                                                                                       (25 marks)                                                                                                          

 

Indicative content 

Teachers are to reward alternative valid answers.  

Responses may include the following key points: 

 

Students are expected to explore how money is perceived in the play: 

 

  how money means power - and a person’s status in society in the play; 

 money and wealth dominates the lives and minds of the characters in the play; 

 the person who loans money has the power over the person loaning. In fact Shylock 

chooses that Antonio gives him a pound of his flesh if he fails to pay his bond;  

 how during the trial, Bassanio tries to gain control over Shylock by offering him money 

twice to save Antonio; however, Shylock’s refusal of the offer shows that money isn’t 

always able to replace things that people want; 

 how Antonio seems to value wealth above anything else despite his speech about 

friendship and his condemnation of Shylock’s greed; during the trial Antonio explains 

that he’s better off dead since all his business ventures have failed, thus implying this; 

 during Shylock’s sentencing, Antonio explains that in a commercial society like Venice, 

unless you are financially secure, you cannot pursue values such a family, friendship, or 

love; one must value money to value life; 
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 how Portia’s wealth draws men to marry her for her wealth, valuing money over love and 

when choosing the caskets, most of Portia’s suitors choose either the gold or silver caskets 

based on Portia’s monetary value. 

 

 Points should be supported by close reference to the text.  

 

TWELFTH NIGHT (William Shakespeare) 

1. Read the passage below and answer the questions that follow. 

a. Discuss the immediate circumstances in which these words are spoken.                (6 marks) 

b. Write about the characters of Olivia and Sebastian by referring to the above excerpt. 

                                                                                                                                       (9 marks)                                                                                         

c. Love is given a lot of importance in the play. Discuss with particular reference to the 

above excerpt and to the whole play.                                                                     (10 marks) 

 

Indicative content 

Teachers are to reward alternative valid answers.  

Responses may include the following key points: 

 

a.  Olivia enters the stage with the priest asking Sebastian, who she thinks is Cesario, 

to marry her; 

 the marriage will be in secret for the time being;  

 Olivia does not know that Sebastian is Cesario’s twin brother (dramatic irony); 

 Sebastian’s confusion with the situation as he does not even know this beautiful 

lady and yet she wants to marry him;  

 Olivia is highly infatuated with Cesario and wants to woo ‘him’ at all costs; 

 the situation is complicated as Cesario is Viola in disguise but the characters do not 

know this (dramatic irony); 

 Sebastian, despite all the confusion, agrees to marry Olivia.                          

 

b.  one of the main characters; 

 a beautiful noble lady (she is the cause of Orsino’s poetic and idealistic love at the 

beginning of the play); 

 she is in mourning for her brother (she vows to mourn him for seven years); 

 breaks her vow upon seeing Cesario/Viola, with whom she becomes deeply 

infatuated;  

 is intelligent and can run her household smoothly; 

 despite her social status, she pursues Cesario relentlessly; 

 she quickly flits her love from Cesario to Sebastian at the end (which makes us 

question how real her love is).                                                                         

 

c.  Olivia cannot wait to get married to Sebastian, whom she thinks is Cesario; 

 her love towards him is questionable as it is too quick and rash. It reflects Orsino’s 

love towards her; 

 Sebastian concedes to marry her and he doesn’t even know her, which makes his 

love towards her even more questionable; 

 infatuation vs real love – all the other characters - Orsino, Olivia, Sir Andrew, 

Malvolio -  are in love of being in love except for Viola – her love is selfless, 

constant, deep and pure.                                                                               

 

 Points should be supported by close reference to the text.  
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2. Choose TWO of the following characters and discuss their role in the play “Twelfth Night”.  
 

Orsino             Viola             Malvolio 

                                                                                                                                               (25 marks) 

Indicative content 

Teachers are to reward alternative valid answers.  

Responses may include the following key points: 

 

Students are expected to discuss the role of two characters from a choice of three (Orsino, Viola, 

Malvolio): 
 

Orsino 

 the Duke’s opening speech at the beginning shows us that he is in love with the idea of 

being in love – his melancholy (the use of exaggerated language shows this); 

 he idealises Olivia – his love for her is questionable – he sends Cesario (Viola) as a 

messenger of love to do the wooing for him rather than confronting her himself ; 

 he is inconsistent – this is shown perfectly when he transfers his love from Olivia to Viola 

without second thoughts; 

 he is wealthy, well-educated, courteous and handsome – good qualities which most 

probably make Viola fall in love with him. 

 

Malvolio 

 Olivia’s steward, who thinks very highly of himself; 

 he is socially inferior to Sir Toby and loathes the latter’s irresponsible and raucous 

behaviour; 

 is dour and has no sense of humour whatsoever;  

 is a Puritan and always dresses in black; 

 he believes in dignity, good manners and order; 

 beneath this exterior lies a vain and ambitious personality, which makes him an easy target 

for the jokers;  

 at the end he is excluded from the general happiness of the other characters. 

 

Viola 

 the heroine of the plot – she sets off the whole action with her disguise; 

 she comes from a noble family; 

 she is beautiful and charming – she wins the captain’s sympathy straightaway and he 

offers to help her - we get to know about her beauty from the other characters - Orsino, 

Olivia, Maria and Malvolio – she gains the Duke’s trust – Olivia easily grants Viola’s 

request to unveil her face, even though she barely knows her; 

 a practical and resourceful person who tries to make the best of the situation – she 

disguises herself after the shipwreck;   

 courageous – she is a woman and is by herself in Illyria – a strange land to her; 

 intelligent and witty – her musical accomplishments, good upbringing and her skill in 

conversation make the Duke and Olivia fall in love with her;  

 honest and loyal – she tries to win Olivia’s love for her master Orsino, despite being in 

love with him herself – she maintains dignity in resisting Olivia’s advances;  

 she is capable of deep and pure love – unlike the other characters – her love towards the 

Duke is selfless – she is the messenger of love to Olivia, who, in reality, is her love rival. 

 Points should be supported by close reference to the text.  
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3. The play “Twelfth Night” is dominated by a lot of mistaken identity and confusion. Discuss. 

                                                                                                                                               (25 marks) 

Indicative content 

Teachers are to reward alternative valid answers.  

Responses may include the following key points: 

 

Students are expected to discuss the theme of mistaken identity in Twelfth Night: 
 

 disguise and mistaken identity prevail in the play – Viola triggers off the whole play with 

her disguise; 

 she survives the shipwreck – is helped by the captain - dresses up as a page and starts to 

work with Duke Orsino; 

 the Duke is highly infatuated with Olivia who is in mourning – sends Viola (disguised as 

Cesario) as his love messenger; 

 Olivia, in turn, falls in love with Viola-Cesario;  

 Viola-Cesario falls in love with the Duke (the love triangle is created); 

 misunderstanding also occurs between the minor characters – Malvolio believes Maria’s 

forged letter and is convinced that his mistress loves him (the love-poem and the 

instructions on how he should behave and dress); 

 Sir Andrew is jealous of Cesario and challenges ‘him’ to a duel – they draw swords - 

Antonio defends Cesario thinking he is his friend Sebastian and consequently ends up in 

trouble with the law; 

 everything is resolved when the twins appear together on stage in the end. 
 

 Points should be supported by close reference to the text.  

 

SECTION B – POETRY 

1. Poetry helps to express feelings. Discuss how the poets create a feeling of urgency in the poems 

“Sea-Fever” and “We are going to see the rabbit.”                                                         (25 marks)                                                                                   

 

Indicative content 

Teachers are to reward alternative valid answers.  

Responses may include the following key points: 

 

Students are expected to discuss the way poets manage to create a feeling of urgency in both poems: 
 

“Sea-Fever” 

 speaker looks back longingly to his past life as a sailor; 

 diction used in the title: “fever”, implies a sense of urgency;  

 the sense of urgency is also created through repetition in the first line of each stanza which 

includes modal verb “must” “I must down to the seas again”;  

 through the use of repetition of “and”, the poet creates a long list of things the speaker 

misses about the sea;  

 the repetition of “And all I ask” seems to emphasise that the speaker only wants simple 

things that are close to nature; 

 imagery used portrays the sea as appealing to all five senses; images of a “wild call” and 

a “clear call that may not be denied” describe a longing that is shared between the speaker 

and the sea;  

 the mood implies a longing for freedom: “the vagrant gypsy life”;  

 run-on lines and a natural rhythm create a song-like quality which heightens the sense of 

urgency. 
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“We are going to see the rabbit” 

 futuristic;  

 shows the urgency of the people to see “The only rabbit in England”; 

 extensive use of repetition;  

 reference to multiple means of transport; 

 use of hyperbole, e.g. “here in thousands”; 

 as in Sea Fever, there is the use of modal verbs: “must be there on time”; repetition of 

“and” to heighten expectation: “And big loudspeakers/ And bands and banners/And 

everyone has come a long way”;  as well as run-on lines and a song-like quality which 

reflects the sense of urgency; 

 Brownjohn uses irony at the end, when the rabbit feels sorry for the people who drove 

him into hiding; this brings to mind another kind of urgency that we all face – the urgency 

suggested by an impending ecological disaster brought about by man’s abuse of the Earth. 
 

 Points should be supported by close reference to the text.  

 

2. Important events which happen in our childhood tend to leave a mark. Discuss this statement 

with reference to the poems “The Lesson” and “My parents kept me from children who were 

rough.”                                                                                                                             (25 marks) 

Indicative content 

Teachers are to reward alternative valid answers.  

Responses may include the following key points: 
 

Students are expected to discuss how both poems refer to childhood events which left a mark on 

the speakers: 
 

“The Lesson”  

 is about bullying and the loss of a parent and the emotions these two bring about; 

 the image of the goldfish in its bowl gives the impression that the boy does not have any 

friends and feels alone and isolated;  

 the boy realises that the news of his father’s death had made him cry because he wanted to 

attract attention at school; looking back he reflects that this particular incident signified 

the end of innocence: “For there and then I knew 

That grief has uses – that a father dead 

Could bind the bully’s fist a week or two;”  

 in the end he cries, not because of sadness but because of shame. “And then I cried for shame, 

then for relief.” 

“My parents kept me from children who were rough”  

 also speaks about bullying both physical and psychological: “Their jerking hands and their 

knees tight on my arms” / “Who threw words like stones”/ “I feared more than tigers”;  

 a number of devices are used to convey the speaker’s pain: the physical pain he had to 

endure from the bullies: simile and visual imagery; the psychological pain: the fear of the 

boys in the street, and at the same time, the envy of their strength and sense of freedom 

which he did not have, the pretence of smiling, once again conveyed through the use of 

similes, hyperbole and images which appeal to the senses;  

 the sense of loneliness at the end also left a mark on the speaker. 

   Points should be supported by close reference to the text.  
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3. “Time slips away like grains of sand never to return again.” 

 Discuss this statement in relation to any TWO poems you have read.                            (25 marks) 

 

Indicative content 

Teachers are to reward alternative valid answers.  

Responses may include the following key points: 

Although the most probable response to this question would be a discussion of “Sonnet LX” and 

“Ozymandias”, most poems (including 5 of the core 6 poems) on the list can be used to discuss the 

passage of time: 
 

 Ozymandias: Everything changes with time. “Ozymandias” brings out the futility of 

trying to leave something behind in order to immortalise oneself; the statue of the “King 

of kings” which Ozymandias built crumbled away, as did his kingdom. “Nothing besides 

remains.”  

 Sonnet LX: Youth is lost in ‘Sonnet Lx’ to show that time stops for nobody; waves crash    

constantly, each wave replaces the previous one; only poetry withstands the test of time.    

 My parents kept me from children who were rough: the persona looks back in time with 

a sense of sad nostalgia related to incidents of childhood bullying; the better students may 

also refer to evidence that suggests the persona admired the physical prowess of the rough 

children and blamed his/her parents for being too protective; students should comment on 

how the persona recalls emotions of fear and regret. 

 Sea Fever: This is also a nostalgic poem, however, the persona expresses an urgency to 

return back to a time of happiness and exhilaration.  

 The Discovery: Candidates who select this poem are expected to discuss the theme of 

momentous change that occurs in one brief moment in time; reference should be made to 

the old ways of the Indian and how the sense of fear is evoked when the Indian senses 

that his life is about to change. 

 The lesson: This is another poem which focusses on the significance of a moment in time 

and the changes it brings with it; students are expected to point out that the most important 

change is not the one that the death of a father brings with it, but rather a sense of loss of 

innocence, suggested by feelings of pride and shame. 

 We are going to see the rabbit: This is a futuristic poem, which could be contrasted with 

one of the nostalgic poems; here change has already happened and the protagonist is the 

only rabbit left in England; people scramble to see the rabbit, amidst a plethora of 

emotions; students are expected to discuss the theme of the destruction of the natural 

environment and the irreversible effects this would have over time. 

 Dulce et Decorum Est and The Soldier: can be discussed in relation to how young soldiers’ 

lives are stolen; in the former, students can discuss how the young soldiers look like “old 

hags”; the way Owen describes the gas attack as a fight against time in order to survive;  

as well as the lasting effect of this experience on the soldier; in The Soldier, the persona 

looks forward in time after his life has been extinguished on the battlefield; students are 

expected to comment on nostalgia for the homeland and the strong sense of patriotism 

reflected in a description of a glorified death. 

 Not waving but drowning: Students who opt to discuss this poem in relation to time have 

to comment on the impression we are given of the persona’s life and why and how it came 

to an end.  
 

            Points should be supported by close reference to the text.  
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SECTION C – PROSE 

THE GREAT AUTOMATIC GRAMMATIZATOR AND OTHER STORIES 

 

1. Some of the women characters in Dahl’s stories are portrayed as villains. Discuss this statement 

in relation to the TWO female characters in “The Landlady” and “The Way up to Heaven”.                                                                                                                   

                                                                                                                                    (25 marks) 

Indicative content 

Teachers are to reward alternative valid answers.  

Responses may include the following key points: 

 

Students are expected to explain the meaning of villain – a bad person who harms other people or 

breaks the law – and relate it to The landlady and Mrs Foster:  

 

 The Landlady: Although the landlady seems to be a kind and lonely lady, the reader 

suspects there’s something eerie about her; however, one certainly doesn’t expect her to 

poison and kill Billy; the atmosphere at the beginning of the story is windy and cold; there 

is a build-up of  tension typical of a horror story; the reader is shocked when Billy asks 

the landlady if only two people had stayed at the Bed and Breakfast in the last two or three 

years and she said yes. 

 Mrs. Foster in “The Way up to Heaven” is at her husband’s mercy who always leaves her 

waiting till the very last minute for an appointment despite her pathological fear of being 

late; this is especially true for the latest thing that Mrs. Foster wants to do – visit her 

daughter and her grandchildren in Paris; Mrs. Foster gains the upper-hand by leaving her 

husband in the elevator of their empty home when he was going to delay her further; in 

the end, we know that he died in the elevator.   

 the difference between “The Way up to Heaven” and “The Landlady” is that probably 

Mrs Foster did not mean to kill her husband, whilst the Landlady killed two people before, 

which implies she was planning to kill Billy Weaver as well; 

 the two women use different ways to kill. Mrs Foster lets her husband endure a slow death 

as he remains trapped in the elevator while the Landlady poisons Billy’s tea; 

 Mrs Foster was angry and she wanted revenge because her husband cruelly inflicted 

terrible anxiety on her; even though this was not a pre-meditated murder, Mrs Foster 

quickly embarked on a well calculated plan by which any suspicion would be removed 

from her – e.g. sent her husband letters regularly, ironically reminding him to eat and did 

not prolong her visit in Paris; the reader notes how Mrs Foster is transformed after the 

deed: “the eyes were bright, and the voice, when she spoke, carried a new note of 

authority;”   

 the Landlady kills because she’s a psychopath/mentally ill and dangerous – she has no 

feeling for other people and does not feel bad about the murders she has committed in the 

past, including the killing of the dog and parrot;  the reader gets the impression that once 

she may have been a decent person but was transformed into a villain, possibly due to her 

sad state of loneliness.  

 

 Points should be supported by close reference to the text.  
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2. “Dahl has an amazing gift for producing tales about deception that are supposedly aimed at 

teenagers but equally appeal to adult sensibilities.” Discuss this statement in relation to “The 

Umbrella Man”.                                                                                                               (25 marks) 

 

Indicative content 

Teachers are to reward alternative valid answers.  

Responses may include the following key points: 

 

Students are expected to discuss the theme of deception by referring to the man, the 34-year-old 

mother and her teenage daughter, who is also the narrator. 
 

 the story shows how someone can deceive sceptical people such as the mother of the 

narrator who, the daughter describes as a "suspicious person": “My mother's chin was up 

and she was staring down at him along the full length of her nose; it was a fearsome thing, 

this frosty nose stare of my mother's; most people go to pieces when she gives it to them”; 

 the mother knows the man is a gentleman, she tells her daughter, by his fine shoes; after 

he offers to sell his £20 umbrella for only a pound, the daughter gives her mother a stern 

look for considering "taking advantage of a tired old man", so, the mother offers to just 

give the man cab fare, but the gentleman will not accept such a thing: "I wouldn't dream 

of it!" he exclaims; he will only take the pound if she agrees to purchase his umbrella; 

believing that she is getting an expensive umbrella for such little money, the mother 

agrees;  

 "Aren't we lucky? I've never had a silk umbrella before. I couldn't afford it....He was a 

gentleman. I was very pleased I was able to help him."; the mother congratulates herself 

on being able to judge the character of a person, and she tells her daughter that she has 

learned a "very good lesson" by seeing how her mother took her time and "summed up" 

the old gentleman before giving him the pound; by taking this time, "you'll never make 

mistakes," she tells her daughter; 

 just then, however, the daughter sees the "old" gentleman hurrying with his "silly old legs" 

down the next street; when the mother and daughter follow him to a pub, the mother 

watches in dismay as he orders a triple shot of whiskey and pays for it with her one-pound 

note; afterwards he goes to the coat rack and pulls down his coat and an umbrella, and 

leaves the pub, in search of another gullible victim; 

 the way the man deceives the mother reveals the convincing way that he is able to present 

himself and the pleasant kindness that he is able to exude; in fact, the girl worries that 

they might be taking advantage of him and the reader tends to feel sympathy for him too; 

it is this together with his insistence, combined with the financial element of the deal, that 

makes the mother agree to the old man's suggestion, and thus unwittingly fall victim to 

his deceit.  
 

 Points should be supported by close reference to the text. 
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ANIMAL FARM 

 

1.  It is said in the novel that “Boxer was the admiration of everybody.  He had been a hard worker 

even in Jones’s time.” Write about the significance of Boxer in the novel.                    (25 marks) 

 

Indicative content 

 

Teachers are to reward alternative valid answers.  

Responses may include the following key points: 

 

Students are expected to discuss Boxer’s character in detail: 

 

 an understanding of the character of Boxer as a symbol of the exploited working class – 

dedicated, loyal and hard-working;  

 how Boxer is devoted to the ideals on which Animal Farm is established but he is too naïve;  

he trusts the pigs to make all his decisions for him and he never questions the pigs’ power; 

his lack of intelligence and unquestioning trust in the pigs mean that he is vulnerable to 

their exploitation; 

 the significance of Boxer’s motto - “I will work harder”; 

 comment on how Boxer is an inspiration to the other animals on the farm; 

 how his life is ruled by the slogan “Napoleon is always right,” even when the dogs attack 

him, his loyalty doesn’t waver; 

 comment on how even in death Boxer is used to the pigs’ advantage; the system that he so 

loyally served ultimately betrays him. 

       Points should be supported by close reference to the text.  

 

2. In what ways does Napoleon prove himself a similar tyrant to Farmer Jones? Discuss. 

                                                                                                                                               (25 marks) 

 

Indicative content 

Teachers are to reward alternative valid answers.  

Responses may include the following key points: 

 

Students are expected to discuss the  similarities between Napoleon and Farmer Jones: 

 

 the significance of Farmer Jones as a drunk and a bad, incompetent leader representing 

Tsar Nicholas II;  he is cruel to his animals and the farm is neglected; 

 how though the pigs maintain their power by also invoking the cruel figure of Jones, it is 

clear that they begin to resemble Jones more and more; 

 an understanding of the character of Napoleon, the pig who emerges as the leader of 

Animal Farm after the rebellion; 

 how although directly modelled on Stalin, Napoleon represents all political tyrants; 

 comment on how he never makes a contribution to the revolution a) does not contribute 

to the formulation of the ideology; b) does not participate in the Battle of Cowshed. His 

only interest is in seizing power and not to help in creating a fair society; 

 how he outwits his rival Snowball through a power play; 

 an understanding of how Napoleon maintains his power: 

a)  control over the food - he seizes the milk and the apples for his own benefit; 



 

English Literature – Marking Scheme – Year 11 – Track 3 – 2021                                                               Page 18 of 25 

b) education – the removal of the puppies to create his own secret police who terrify the 

animals into submission; 

c) removal of democracy – the abolition of debates and elections. 

d) terror – executions and intimidation; 

e) control of information – sources of information is managed through the pigs 

themselves, especially through Squealer so the animals have no way of checking the 

truth; 

f) propaganda – Squealer brainwashes the animals and always praises Napoleon’s 

wisdom, kindness and judgement throughout the novel;  

 comment on the significance of how by end of the novel Napoleon cannot be really 

distinguished from Farmer Jones; the lives of the animals on the farm haven’t improved 

at all – a complete betrayal of Old Major’s dream. 

Points should be supported by close reference to the text.  

 

PRIVATE PEACEFUL 

 

1. The novel shows the danger of having a cruel and manipulative person in a position of power. 

Discuss the role that Grandma Wolf and Sergeant Hanley have in the life of the Peacefuls.                                                   

                                                                                                                                               (25 marks) 

Indicative content 

Teachers are to reward alternative valid answers.  

Responses may include the following key points: 

 

Students are expected to discuss the overbearing impact that Grandma Wolf had on the Peaceful 

family and the controlling effect of Sergeant Hanley on Charlie and Tommo: 

 

Grandma Wolf:  

 a figure of cruelty in the Peacefuls’ childhood, in fact she earned her nicknames “Grandma 

Wolf” and “Wolfwoman” because she reminds them of the vicious wolf in Little Red 

Riding Hood; 

 calling the children names;  

 making nasty quips about Mother;  

 particularly mean to Big Joe and kills his animals;  

 gains more power when she moves to the Big House making the Colonel seem “gentle as 

a lamb” by “ranting and raving” at everyone and punishing the boys for minor offences.  

Sergeant Hanley: 

 a serious case of abuse of power;  

 had an instant dislike towards Charlie for his disobedience and good leadership skills;  

 picked on Tommo in order to anger Charlie;  

 was hated by everyone;  

 verbally abused his soldiers and gave them hard punishments;  

 didn’t really care about them as shown during the last attack;  

 ultimately responsible for Charlie’s execution; 

 also responsible for breaking the men’s spirits.  
 

Both characters: 

 are bullies (a constant presence in the novel from the boys’ childhood to adulthood); 

 Grandma Wolf is Tommo’s first bully and makes everyone’s life miserable especially 

once she manipulatively gains more power at the estate; 



 

English Literature – Marking Scheme – Year 11 – Track 3 – 2021                                                               Page 19 of 25 

 Hanley is the epitome of cruelty and abuse of power as no-one questions his motives and 

accusations especially at the court martial leading to Charlie’s unjust execution; 

 Morpurgo shows that if the wrong person is given power, the consequences can be fatal. 

 

 Points should be supported by close reference to the text.  

 

2. Describe the relationship that Big Joe has with his brothers, Tommo and Charlie.        (25 marks) 

 

Indicative content 

Teachers are to reward alternative valid answers.  

Responses may include the following key points: 

 

Students are expected to focus on the impact that Big Joe had on his brothers: 

 

 Big Joe is the embodiment of innocence (e.g. rabbit droppings joke) and love of nature;  

 his brothers protect him and judge other people according to the way they treat Big Joe 

(e.g. the school fight and when Big Joe went missing);  

 a sense of fairness and inclusion among the family members (e.g. Mother refusing to take 

Big Joe to an asylum, they teach him stuff; explain father’s death to him; he “writes” to 

his brothers during the war); 

 the importance of family and “Oranges and Lemons” song which helped Tommo and 

Charlie to get through war (e.g. sung by the company during training drills, when Tommo 

and Charlie meet for the last time and during the execution). 

 

 Points should be supported by close reference to the text.  

 

 

THE BOY IN THE STRIPED PYJAMAS 

 

1. By referring to specific events in “The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas”, discuss how the theme of 

friendship is developed in the book.                                                                                (25 marks) 

 

Indicative content 

 

Teachers s are to reward alternative valid answers.  

Responses may include the following key points: 

 

Students are expected to discuss the central theme of friendship in the novel: 

 

 how as a friendly boy, Bruno does not want to leave Berlin as he will miss his three best 

friends Karl, Daniel and Martin;  

 Bruno longs for a friend when his family move to Out-With;  

 his meeting with Shmuel – the boys’ different circumstances and what they share in 

common – their age, innocence, they are both lonely, they both long to explore the place, 

their apprehension due to the uncertainty around them; their humanity; 

 Bruno’s kindness - he takes food to Shmuel;  

 kitchen episode makes Bruno feel he betrayed his friend and Shmuel’s sense of 

forgiveness;  

 wants to help Shmuel find his father, holding hands at the end; 

 how the boys’ friendship overcomes all boundaries; 
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 the better students might also refer to the different kind of friendship between Gretel and 

Lt Kotler. 

 

 Points should be supported by close reference to the text.  

 

 

2. Discuss the significance of parallelism in “The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas”.               (25 marks) 

 

Indicative content 

Teachers are to reward alternative valid answers.  

Responses may include the following key points: 

 

Students are expected to show an understanding of the concept of parallelism, trace and discuss its 

significance throughout the novel: 

 

 when there is parallelism between two things there are similarities but they are not 

connected; 

 the setting of Bruno’s beautiful family home in Berlin, close to friends and grandparents 

and the house in “Out-With” which is the only building standing in “an empty, desolate 

place”;  

 how Bruno who travelled by train from Berlin, cannot comprehend the image of  Shmuel’s 

experience of his train journey in an airless, stinking boxcar; 

 the image of the armbands - the star of David on the Jews’ and Shmuel’s armbands being 

a symbol of oppression while the swastika on the Nazi soldiers’ armbands being a symbol 

of tyranny and repression; 

 Bruno and Shmuel who are two boys of the same age and interests, live very close to each 

other but in strikingly different settings;  

 the better students might also refer to the two siblings, Bruno and Gretel, who, despite the 

fact that they share the same house, parents and education, react differently to the people 

and events in the story.  

 

 Points should be supported by close reference to the text.  

 

FRANKENSTEIN 

 

1. Illness is Victor Frankenstein’s means of escape after traumatic events which are often brought 

about by his own actions.” Discuss this statement and the theme of illness in the novel.               

                                                                                                                                    (25 marks) 

Indicative content 

Teachers are to reward alternative valid answers.  

Responses may include the following key points: 

 

Students are expected to discuss the theme of illness as an important theme in the novel:  

 

 illness can be seen to represent the burden on Victor’s conscience – his own actions cause 

his conscience to revolt and manifest in a physical fashion; 

 sickness may be a punishment for his actions – by God and Nature; 

 Victor might be feeling remorse, which is so strong that it is causing brain fevers; 
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 illness can be seen as a way to purge the foul air that has collected inside his soul 

(reference to theory of the humours in medieval thought); 

 respite is only temporary – his doom comes to him repeatedly in the form of the Monster 

and the revenge he wreaks on his family and friends. 

            Points should be supported by close reference to the text.  

 

2. Victor and his creation are two characters which despite of their differences still resemble each 

other. Discuss.                                                                                                                  (25 marks) 

 

Indicative content 

Teachers are to reward alternative valid answers.  

Responses may include the following key points: 

 

Students are expected to refer to the differences but mainly discuss the similarities between Victor 

and the Monster:  

 

 though the Monster does not resemble Victor physically, their personalities become 

similar; 

 although both strongly despise one another, yet they both also despise themselves for their 

wrong and disastrous actions;  

 Victor is prepared to bring life to the dead while the Monster on the other hand, is willing 

to take away life from the living out of rage and misfortune; “Life and death appeared to 

me ideal bounds, which I should first break through, and pour a torrent of light into our 

dark world”;  

 both become outcasts of society; the isolation began with Victor’s decision to separate 

himself from the rest of society when he became fascinated with his scientific research 

and experiments; “And the same feelings which made me neglect the scenes around me 

caused me also to forget those friends who were so many miles absent, and whom I had 

not seen for so long a time”; as for the Monster, he detaches himself and becomes an 

outsider when he realizes his appearance only drives those who he cares for most, further 

away from him; however, the Monster’s isolation is based more on appearance rather than 

his decisions and work, for his deformed structure and frightening face are his greatest 

agonies; “When I looked around I saw and heard of none like me. Was I, a Monster, a blot 

upon the earth from which all men fled and whom all men disowned?”;  

 a lack of family love is also a significant similarity between Victor and the Monster; 

Victor’s mother passed away when he was still young and so he never got to experience 

the true feelings of a mother’s warm love; not only did the Monster lack a mother’s love, 

but he never experienced the love of a father as well; as a result, the lack of these feelings 

in their lives caused the two to be driven with more rage then patience and love; the 

Monster shows his dark-side when he decides to demolish the cottager’s house, the only 

thing that expressed in him his affectionate human-like feelings; Victor shows the same 

kind of anger when he rejects the attempt to connect and understand the life of his creation.  
 

             Points should be supported by close reference to the text.  
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THE OTHER SIDE OF TRUTH  

 

1. Folarin Solaja says, “The truth is the truth. How can I write what is untrue?” yet the book is 

titled “The Other Side of Truth”. By referring to what happens to the Solaja family, what is the 

other side of truth?                                                                                                           (25 marks)                                                                                                             

 

Indicative content 

Teachers are to reward alternative valid answers.  

Responses may include the following key points: 

 

Students are expected to explain how “the other side of truth” is the opposite of the truth Folarin 

Solaja firmly believes in: 

 

 that the novel depicts the relationship between truth and lies, and the consequences of 

each;   

 how the beginning of the story brings out the father’s strong belief in the need for the truth 

despite oppression;  

 comment on the consequences (the other side of truth): Folarin’s wife is killed; his 

children must flee Nigeria; Folarin is forced to go against his principles, flee and ‘lie’ to 

protect his family;  

 how in London, Sade lies to the authorities, expecting to be in more danger if she speaks 

the truth; 

 the consequences of Sade’s decision to lie: the father might never have found them; 

 the truth frees her father from false accusations;  

 Naidoo’s message that the truth is the best choice. 

 

 Points should be supported by close reference to the text.  

 

2. In “The Other Side of Truth” letters play an important part as a means of communication and 

information. Discuss.                                                                                                (25 marks) 

 

Indicative content 

Teachers are to reward alternative valid answers.  

Responses may include the following key points: 

 

Students are expected to discuss the significance of letters as an important means of communication 

and information:  

 

 comment on how letters are a means of communication and information: e.g. Sade and 

Femi’s letters to their father at the detention centre to continue updating each other about 

what they went through; 

 how the letters help the writer express his/her feelings: e.g. Sade’s letter to her father; 

 how letters are used to encourage the receiver in difficult situations: e.g. Folarin’s letters 

to his children; the use of fables; 

 how other letters are used as a means of information: e.g. Mr Morris’s letter to Sade; 

 comments on the ending of the novel: Sade’s letter to her grandmother in Nigeria. 

 

 Points should be supported by close reference to the text.  
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SECTION D – UNPREPARED TEXT                                                                            (25 marks) 

 

Unless the questions require the candidate to give a specific response or use specific words or 

phrases, award marks for answers that are similar to the models given or express the same meaning. 

 

1. Tick () the correct answer.                                                                     3 x ½ mark = 1½ marks 

a. The poem is about 

 i. a group of tourists visiting a castle in summer    

 ii. a picturesque castle in the middle of the countryside    
 iii. the downfall of a castle    

 iv. a bloody battle to win a castle   

 

b. The rhyme scheme of the poem is  

 i. abcbb   
 ii. abaab  

 iii. ababa 

 iv. irregular  

 

c. The rhyme scheme used is appropriate for   

 i. a ballad  

 ii. a sonnet 

 iii. an elegy 

 iv. an ode 

 

2. The narrator repeatedly uses the pronouns “we” “us” and “our”.                                  2 marks  

   

a. Who is the narrator referring to?                                                                              (1 mark)  

 

 Accept any idea related to any one of the following:  

The pronouns “we” “us” and “our” show that the persona wasn’t alone in the castle. /The 

persona is probably one of the soldiers defending the castle.  

  

b. Comment on the effect this creates in the poem.                                                      (1 mark)  

 

Accept any idea related to one of the following:   

Since there is force in numbers, at first this increases the sense of security experienced by 

the soldiers in the castle. /When the siege is lost, the fall is even bigger because everyone 

inside was betrayed and number wasn’t enough to stop this.  

   

 

3. a.  Describe the atmosphere depicted in the first two stanzas.                                  2 marks  

            

 Accept any idea related to one of the following:  relaxed/ tranquil/ summery              (1½ mark)  

 

 b.  Quote ONE line to support your answer.                                                                 (½ mark)  

 

Accept any ONE of the following:  

“All through summer at ease we lay”  

“We watched the mowers in the hay”  

“On every leafy summer road”  
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4. Comment on the mood conveyed by the line:                                                                     2 marks 

 “For what, we thought, had we to fear” (line 6)                  

  

 Accept any idea related to the following:   

 invincibility / security / confidence.                                                                       (1 mark) 

 The soldiers are not afraid of the approaching enemy, as they feel secure in their 

castle.                                                                                                                        (1 mark) 

  
 

5. What is the effect of the repetition of words in “load on load” and “tier on tier” in the second 

stanza?                                                                                                                                2 marks  

 

These repeated phrases represent and bring to mind  

 the various layers of defence that surround the castle (1 mark) and  

 make it seem impenetrable (1 mark).  

  

 

6. Quote a line from the third stanza which shows that the narrator was sure that no one could 

enter the castle from the ground.                                                                                         ½ mark  

  

“Only a bird could have got in”  

  
 

7. The poet uses a question mark in line 16 to denote a change in the atmosphere of the poem. 

How is this effect achieved?                                                                                             1 mark 

  

The question mark shows that the persona is questioning himself and us readers and is 

still wondering about what has happened.   

  

  
8. Explain the effect created by literary devices in each of the two phrases below:          6 marks  

  

a. “wicked wicket gate”  (line 19)                                                

  

 The gate is personified as being ‘bad’ because it was the one used by the enemy 

to enter the castle.  

 The poet also uses an alliteration of ‘w’ and assonance in the repetition of vowel 

sounds.  

 The effect created by these devices draws the reader’s attention to the phrase, 

while the ‘w’ sound creates a feeling of secrecy, perhaps associated with 

whispering.   

(½ mark each for recognition of literary devices - personification, alliteration and assonance = 

1½ marks) 

(½ mark each for a valid explanation regarding their use to enhance the poem = 1½ marks)  

Total (3 marks) 

 

b. “wizened warder”  (line 20)                                                   

                                               

 Irony is used here to show that despite the bravery of the captain, the castle is 

defeated by a shrunken old man whose job it is to guard the castle’s prisoners.   

 The idea of secrecy associated with betrayal is maintained through the 

alliteration of ‘w’.  
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          (1 mark each are allocated to the recognition of irony and the related explanation = 2 marks) 

          (½ mark each for the recognition and explanation of the “w” alliteration = 1 mark)   

Total (3 marks) 

                                                          

9. Quote an example of each of the following from the fifth and sixth stanzas: 

                                                                                                                                2 x ½ mark = 1 mark 

i. simile: “Grew thin and treacherous as air”   

ii. personification: “Our only enemy was gold”              

   

  

  

10. Comment on the contrasting image of the castle as depicted in the third and fifth stanzas.                                        

                                                                                                                                      4 marks  

 

Accept answers that bring out the following points: 

 

 The third stanza depicts an image of the outside scene of the castle.                 (1 mark) 

  It emphasises its strength, through diction such as:  strong, thick, smooth, high to 

describe the defensive walls.                                                                                  (½ mark) 

 A repetition of “no” emphasises the soldiers’ belief that no one could surmount the 

castle.                                                                                                                       (½ mark) 

 

 The fifth stanza presents a contrasting image of the inside of the castle after the 

warder has let the enemy in.                                                                                   (1 mark)  

 Here the stone is described as “thin and treacherous”. It no longer protects the 

soldiers as the enemy is within.                                                                             (½ mark) 

 “maze of tunnelled stone” creates an image of confusion as the once mighty castle is 

“overthrown” from the inside.                                                                              (½ mark) 

  
 

11. Explain the significance of the last two lines in relation to the theme of the poem.                                         

                                                                                                                                     3 marks  

         Accept answers that bring out these three points:  

 

The warder accepted money (gold) as a bribe to open the small gate for the enemy.   

                                                                                                                                         (1 mark) 

The soldiers inside the castle were taken by surprise and couldn’t fight the enemy once 

they entered the castle.                                                                                                     (1 mark) 

The soldiers were totally unprepared and the castle was overthrown as a result of greed 

and betrayal which are the main themes of the poem.                                                  (1 mark) 

  

 

 


